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Abstract

In this talk, we will present our experiences gained from using a ‘Collection Processing Plan’ (CPP)
as the framework for collaboration within a digital curation project.

Adrian Miles (https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4664-9652) was an Associate Professor in the School of
Media and Communication at RMIT University. He published extensively on digital and networked
video, and interactive documentary, and his research interests included: pedagogies for new media,
digital video poetics, and experimental academic writing practices. He was noted for being one of
the first internet vloggers, or "vog" — a term that he coined. He sadly passed away suddenly, leaving
behind a large physical collection in his office, as well as great deal of digital work.

Recently, the School of Media and Communication contacted the Library to examine options for
preserving Miles' work in a meaningful way. His collection comprises of over 550 physical books, a
laptop, two external hard drives, two boxes of assorted video tapes, CD ROMs, and other assorted
media. A large volume of his work is also located on a personal server, which is still accessible —
for the time being. Initially, the Library were asked to compile a shelf listing of his collection and
investigate making it available via the institutional research data catalogue. When it was made clear
that his digital works were also available, the scope was broadened to investigate their preservation.

In parallel, RMIT University has developed a program to help researchers publish data in a
'Signature Collections Data Store' (https://rd.eres.rmit.edu.au). This program offers special assistance
for various activities, such as: the cataloguing, storage, curation, description through metadata, and
publication of research data. A CPP was developed to provide an outline of the activities that may
arise when processing a dataset for inclusion in the data store, see sample provided
(https://cloudstor.aarnet.edu.au/plus/s/3xzrYaGBKS2JX26).

Since some of the participants in this project are new to the curation of digital assets, it will be
beneficial to have a defined framework to guide the discussion. Specifically, we need some way to
describe the activities and participants that may be required. Although this project does not fall under
the existing program, we have decided to use the developed CPP to frame the conversations and
guide the curation process. Furthermore, the CPP will allow us to map out the complex project, even
though some of the tasks may take significant time. This is important, as we must ensure that
Adrian's family and the School are confident that they understand the project direction and are happy
with the overall goals.

By the time of the conference, we aim to have made significant progress, such that we can report on
the status of the project and our experiences using the plan.
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